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Indian History (Ancient History)

CHAPTER

0l

Pre-Historic Age and
Indus Valley Civilisation

Pre-Historic Age

1. The Mesopotamians wrote on

tablets made of  [SSC CGL (Tier-1) 2022]

(a) clay (b) sandstone
(c) limestone (d) slate

® (a) The Mesopotamians wrote on
tablets made of clay. Damp clay was
formed into a flat tablet. The writer
used a stylus made from a stick or
reed to impress the symbols in the
clay, then left the tablet in the air to
harden.

2. The......... Era is also known as
the ‘Age of Mammals’.

[SSC CAPFs CPO SI/ASI 2020]

(a) Palaeozoic
(c) Neozoic

(b) Cenozoic
(d) Mesozoic

® (b) The Cenozoic Era literally means
the era of ‘modern life’. It is also
called the “Age of Mammals'.
Mammals took advantage of the
extinction of the dinosaurs. They
flourished and soon became the
dominant animals on Earth. The
Cenozoic began 65 million years ago
and continues to the present. It may
divided into the two periods— The
Tertiary Period (65-1.8 million years
ago) and The Quaternary Period
(1.8 million years ago-present).

3. Burzahom, the Neolithic site, is
located in

(a) Karnataka
(b) Goa

[SSC CHSL (Tier-1) 2019]

(c) Mizoram
(d) Jammu and Kashmir

® (d) The Neolithic Site of Burzahom is

located in the district of Srinagar
(Jammu and Kashmir). It brings to
light transitions in human habitation
patterns from Neolithic Period to
Megalithic Period to the early historic
period. The site of Burzahom is a
unique comprehensive story teller of
life between 3000 BCE to 1000 BCE.
Burzahom is popularly known as
Srinagar’s Stonehenge. Burzahom
literally means ‘Place of Birch'.

. Well preferred tree fossil

supposed to be from Jurassic Age
in India is reported from

[SSC CGL (Tier-1) 2013]
(a) Pithauragarh
(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Ramgarh
(d) Bahadurgarh

® (b) The researchers of the State Forest

Research and Training Institute
(SFRTI) in Chhattisgarh have
discovered tree fossils that date back
about 250 million years or the Jurassic
Age. The discovery could be a
precursor to more such findings in the
Surguja region, known for its rich
fossil reserves. This was the first
discovery of tree fossils in
Chhattisgarh of international
significance. The fossils are likely to
be of the Glossopteris and Araucaria
species.

5. The earliest period of human

existence was

(a) Chalcolithic period
(b) Mesolithic period
(c) Palaeolithic period
(d) Neolithic period

[SSC MTS 2013]

® (c¢) The Palaeolithic cultures of India

developed in the Pleistocene period or
the Ice age. The human beings living
in this age were food gatherers and
depended on nature for food. Thus, it
can be said that the earliest period of
human existence was Palaeolithic
period. The term Palaeolithic was
coined by archaeologist John Lubbock
in 1865. Domestication of animals
began during Mesolithic period
(9000-4000 BC). In Neolithic period
(4000-1800 BC), people became food
producers.

. The first metal used by man was

[SSC Investigator 2010]
(a) aluminium (b) copper
(c) iron (d) silver

® (b) The period between 6000-4000 BC

was the Chalcolithic period during
which copper came into use by the
common man. The first two metals
most widely used were gold and
copper. Copper was of higher
importance than gold because first
tools, implements and weapons were
made from it. By the end of 3600 BC,
the first copper smelted artefacts were
found in the Nile valley. So, it is
clearly evident that first metal used by
human beings was copper.



7. The Megalithic culture (500 BC -

100 AD) brings us to the
historical period in South India.
The Megaliths used  [SSCMTS 2001]
(a) weapons made of stone
(b) tools and implements made of
stone
(c) graves encircled by big pieces of
stones
(d) articles of daily use made of stone

® (0) A Megalith is a large stone which

was used to construct a structure of
monument, either alone or together
with other stones.

Many of these contain human
remains, but it is debatable whether
their use burial sites was primary
function. They are generally known
as dolmens.

Indus Valley Civilisation

8. The word India came from the

Indus, called ......... in Sanskrit.
[SSC CGL (Tier-1) 2022]
(a) Bhanuh (b) Adya

(c) Sarvatr (d) Sindhu

® (d) The Indus River was known to the

ancient Indians in Sanskrit as Sindhu
and the Persians as Hindu which was
regarded by both of them as ‘the
border river’.

The name India is derived from
Indus. The Indus is a transboundary
river of Asia and a trans-Himalayan
river of South and Central Asia.

. Which Director General of ASI is

responsible for the excavations
leading to the discovery of two
key city-sites of the Indus
Civilisation, in the 1920’s?

[SSC Steno Grade ‘C’&'D’ 2022]
(a) Madho Sarup Vats
(b) John Hubert Marshall
(c) James Burgess
(d) Mortimer Wheeler

® (b) Sir John Marshall was the Director-

10.

General of the Archaeological Survey
of India from 1902 to 1928. He was
responsible for the excavations that
led to the discovery of Harappa and
Mohenjodaro, two of the key city sites
of the Indus Valley Civilisation.

Which among the following is a
mature-phase Harappan site
situated in the state of

Rajasthan?  [SSC CAPFs CPO SI/ASI 2020]
(a) Nageshwar (b) Manda
(c) Kalibangan (d) Chanhudaro

$SC Chapterwise-Topicwise Solved Papers General Studies

® (c¢) Kalibangan is a mature-phase

11.

Harappan site of Indus Valley
Civilisation located on the left or
Southern banks of the Ghaggar,
between Suratgarh and
Hanumangarh in Hanumangarh
district of Rajasthan.

It is famous for pottery and black
bangles. It was a industrial site, the
sign of ploughed field, fire altar and
couple buried are founded. The
Kalibangan flourished for at least
450-600 years.

Which was the only Indus site

with an artificial brick dockyard?
[SSC CGL (Tier-1) 20191

(b) Kalibangan

(d) Mohenjodaro

(a) Lothal
(c) Harappa

® (a) The excavated site of Lothal is the

12.

only porttown of the Indus Valley
Civilisation. It was the only Indus site
with an artificial brick dockyard. The
archaeological remains of the Lothal is
located along the Bhogava river, a
tributary of Sabarmati, in the Gulf of
Khambhat.

The ancient port town of Lothal can
be compared to port towns of Xel Ha
(Peru), Ostia (Port of Rome) and
Carthage (Port of Tunis) in Italy,
Hepu (China), Canopus (Egypt), Jaffa
(Israel), Ur (Mesopotamia) and Hoi
Au (Vietnam).

From which of the following
Harappan sites, the proofs for
‘ploughing fields’ have been
found? [SSC CHSL (Tier-1) 20191
(a) Mohenjodaro (b) Chanhudaro

(c) Kalibangan (d) Harappa

® (c¢) Archaeologists have found

13.

evidence of a ploughed field at
Kalibangan (Rajasthan), associated
with Early Harappan levels.

The field had two sets of furrows at
right angles to each other, suggesting
that two different crops were grown
together. The Harappans probably
used the wooden plough drawn by
oxen and camels.

Which of the following was a Port

city of the Indus Valley Civilisation?
[SSC CGL (Tier-1) 20191

(b) Lothal

(d) Dholavira

(a) Kalibangan
(c) Rakhigarhi

® (b) The city of Lothal was the only

Port city of Indus Valley Civilisation.
It was one of the Southernmost cities
of the ancient Indus Valley

14.

Civilisation. It was located in the Bhal
region of the modern state of Gujarat.

It was discovered in 1954 by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).
The city was planned and had a grid
pattern with proper streets crossing at
right angles and was having a
developed drainage system.

In which province of Pakistan is
the site of the ancient civilisation
of Mohenjodaro located?

[SSC CAPFs CPO SI/ASI 2019]
(a) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(b) Punjab
(c) Sindh
(d) Balochistan

® (c) The site of the ancient civilisation

15.

of Mohenjodaro is located in Sindh
province of Pakistan. Mohenjodaro is
also known as ‘Mound of the Dead’. It
is an ancient Indus Valley Civilisation
city that flourished between 2600 and
1900 BCE. The site was discovered in
the 1922. It is located in the modern
day Larkana district of Sindh
province in Pakistan. It consists of
well-planned street grid and an
elaborated drainage system.

The Harappan Site ‘Manda’ was
situated on the banks of which

river? [SSC JE (Civil) 2018]
(a) Chenab (b) Sutlej
(c) Ravi (d) Indus

® (a) ‘Manda’ is situated on the right

16.

bank of Chenab river in the foothills
of Pir Panjal range, North-West of
Jammu. Manda was considered the
Northernmost limit of the Harappan
civilisation. It is considered a site
established to procure wood from
Himalayan sub hills and send it down
river to other towns of the Indus
Valley Civilisation. It was excavated
by the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) during 1976-77 by JP Joshi.

The Great Bath was found at

[SSC CHSL (Tier-1) 2015 & 2011]
(b) Chanhudaro
(d) Mohenjodaro

(a) Lothal
(c) Harappan

® (d) The Great Bath is the most

17.

interesting structure of the metropolis
of Mohenjodaro. It is about 55 m long
and 33 m wide. It is found to contain a
large, open space at the centre.

The script of the Indus Valley
Civilisation is [SSC CHSL (Tier-1) 2013]
(a) Brahmi (b) Tamil

(c) Kharosthi (d) Undeciphered



